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Midway considers layoffs

By PAM BRANNON
Gulf Breeze News
news@gulfbreezenews.com

Midway Fire District offi-
cials are wrestling with the
financial future of the depart-
ment. The district's commis-
sioners are considering layoffs
and pension plans and recently
received grant funding from the
federal government.

Laying people off on New
Year's Eve does not sit well with
Midway Fire Commissioners.
But if something doesn't change
with their revenue collections,
that might be when two fire-
fighters will be getting pink
slips this year.

Fire Commission Treasurer
Clyde Broome presented the
revised budget for Oct. 1
through September 2008 to fire
commissioners at last week's
regular monthly meeting. It is a
budget that has to be done in
time to be presented to the pub-
lic at a special public tax and
budget meeting Sept. 4 at 7 p.m.
Then there will be a final meet-
ing for final adoption of the
budget at 6 p.m. Sept. 11, before
the regular fire commission
meeting of that month.

To balance the budget with
the revenue collections now
projected there were cuts in the
budget from what was original-
ly proposed for the next fiscal

year. Those cuts include not
purchasing a service truck that
was planned in the budget, as
well as no pay increases for
anyone next year and a cut in
the training budget. And it
includes laying off two fire-
fighters as of Dec. 31, 2007.

"New Year's Eve is sure not a
very good time to lay someone
off. I guess it is better than Dec.
24, maybe. But of course, we
don't want to get right up to
December and suddenly have to
tell these guys they don't have
jobs,” Commissioner Jaques
Gorris said. "We have to be as
up front as we can be with them.
I assume, in fact, that these con-
versations about possible lay-
offs have already been done?"

Fire Chief Stephen Demeter
said yes, there had been discus-
sions already.

Gorris said, "But there is no
guarantee, right? So there might
be some other fire associations
that would hire them with a
guaranteed job by the first of the
year. | sure hate to lose them,
but we have to be as up front as
we can be with our people. And
we cannot blame them if they
cannot wait around to see if they
have a job come mid-January. |
know Navarre is going to be hir-
ing about 12 firefighters come
January, since they are going to
be a paid department.”

Despite the potential layoffs,
employees of Midway Fire

District now have an added way
to save for the future. Fire com-
missioners approved a program
last week for employees to
place money tax free toward
retirement if they so choose.

It is called the 457 pension
program. Commissioners
explained that it is not like a
401K program, since there is no
penalty  for
early  with-
drawal of
money. There R
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employees to
out no more
than $15,500 a
year in the 457
account, and there is no tax on
the money until it is withdrawn,
usually at the time of retire-
ment.

Currently the Midway Fire
District does offer a pension
fund for employees to place
money into, but it has a cap of 5
percent of annual salary per
year, SO commissioners said
most employees could not put
more than about $1,500 at the
most in the fund each year. The
457 account allows much more.
And employees can participate
in both retirement programs.

Chief Demeter also reported
to commissioners that they
received some grant money this
month, that the staff has been
busy working toward their 1SO

accreditation inspection to
lower residents' insurance rates,
and have been responding to a
higher than usual amount of
calls with good response time.

The chief told commissioners
they are receiving $168,300 in
Federal Emergency
Management Administration
(FEMA) grant money for fire-
fighter air packs.

"FEMA had told us earlier
that they thought their money
was all gone when we asked for
the grant for these air packs, but
they would let us know closer to
September if they had any left
over. And if they did, then they
would fund our request. So we
received an email this week say-
ing we are getting the money."

They are also receiving
another grant for $2,500 for a
laptop computer to be used in
the field to help upgrade the
process of fire inspections for
businesses.

"The process has been that
our fire inspector has done his
report on paper, and handed it to
the business owner, then come
back and put all the information
into the computer at the office,"
Demeter said. "With this laptop,
the inspection can be done and
the report made right there, in
the computer, and a copy print-
ed off and handed to the busi-
ness owner right there. One step
and it will be done. Much more
efficient.”

ADDRESS: Company cited for $132,000
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release said the company was
cited for three willful safety vio-
lations with monetary penalties
totaling $132,000. Those infrac-
tions included employees work-
ing from an improperly erected
scaffold, using a makeshift plat-
form and using a forklift to lift
them to a roof without proper
fall protection equipment.
Inspectors also documented

four additional violations that
could cost the company $10,000
in fines. Those infractions
included employees working on
a roof edge without fall protec-
tion, using a pallet on a forklift
as a working platform, accessing
the scaffold in an unsafe manner
and allowing debris to accumu-
late at the worksite.

The company was also cited
for employees not wearing hard-
hats near overhead brick laying

operations. The hardhat viola-
tion, which could result in a
$4,000 fine, was the second such
infraction for A. E. New Jr. Inc.
in three years. According to
OSHA records, the company
was fined $700 for the head pro-
tection violation and a total of
$2,450 for infractions in 2004.
"We look forward to working
very closely with OSHA," said
Albert "Ned" New Jr., the com-
pany's owner. "Safety is very

important to us. This situation is
certainly not enjoyable but we
intend to move ahead."

The company has 15 working
days starting Aug. 13 to contest
the proposed penalties. Borders
said the company has requested
an informal conference with the
government agency to discusses
the alleged infractions.

For more information about
OSHA's enforcement standards,
visit www.osha.gov.

Z.00: Park celebrated 20 years in 2004
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Then, some time later, they
added some share holders like
Bobby Switzer and Navarre’s
own Bill Pullum. Out of the
goodness of their hearts and
their back pockets, those share
holders kept The Zoo going for
over 10 years.”

He said as year 2000 was
approaching, the men began to
talk about putting in place an
organization that would keep
The Zoo going into perpetuity,
long after they had retired or
passed themselves. That is when
the idea of a 501(3)c not-for-
profit organization took form.
Also shortly after that is when
Pat Quinn talked to his old
friend Doug Kemper, on a few
trips to Africa, about coming to
Northwest Florida to help The
Zoo transition under a non-prof-
it board and grow. Kemper had
helped develop non-profit pro-
jects around the country, such as
the Aquarium in Seattle and a
20-year project in Oklahoma.

“When | finished the
Oklahoma project, | came here
to look at The Zoo. | could see
right away the potential for

building it into a wonderful
non-profit national destination
point for travelers, as well as a
local family attraction,” Kemper
said. “But first we needed to get
it reorganized under a non-prof-
it board.”

He said The Zoo, sitting on
50 acres of prime land along
Hwy. 98, is as large as many
attractions around the country
like the New Orleans Zoo. It
just needed some facelifts, mar-
keting, and some new initiatives
to draw people.

The non-profit reorganization
was completed. The board took
over management Sept. 1, 2004.

“We had great plans already
in place for the future. We had
targeted some federal programs
for possible grants, and were
already that year on our way to
a banner year for gate receipts,”
Kemper said. “So in 2004 we
celebrated the 20th birthday of
The Zoo and announced its tran-
sition to a 501(3)c non-profit
business. We always needed
150,000 visitors a year to break
even at The Zoo, and in 2004 we
were well on our way to
175,000. Then it hit — Ivan, less
than two weeks after the non-

profit board took over.”

The Zoo was then closed for
13 months. Kemper said before
the storms they had grown to
about 2,000 annual pass hold-
ers, but after the storms they
dropped to about 1,600.

“We had insurance we
thought would cover us, even
for loss of business, but we dis-
covered that it would only pay
$191,000 over an eight week
period,” Kemper said. “But our
clean up costs were $600,000
and the business loss was just
over $900,000.” He said they
ended up with about $2-1/2 mil-
lion loss in buildings and busi-
ness interruption.

Then at the end of 2004 they
had to borrow $375,000 just to
feed the animals.

“Now 150,000 visitors will
not make us break even, with
the extra accrued debt we have
made since the storms,” Kemper
said.

He said, “If we had $200,000
we could make it through this
year without closing our doors.
But we have been asking for a
million in pledges from the
community for this year, so we
can have a contingency in case

another storm or unexpected
emergency hits The Zoo. Then
we are asking for another couple
million over the next year or
two because we have a land-
lease agreement with the origi-
nal share holders on the land
where The Zoo sits that will
need to be paid off in a few
years and we need to eliminate
some of the debt we accrued
since the past storms.”

Aiken suggested starting a
Buy a Brick program similar to
the one used in the Nature Walk
in Navarre Park that helped fund
the Butterfly House and Park

pond.
She also suggested asking the
county to sponsor a Zoo

Authority, not requiring any
money but giving The Zoo a
government authority to chan-
nel FEMA monies. Kemper said
that would be a big help.

Dennis Bryce has been work-
ing on a children’s book about
The Zoo for two years, but has
changed the focus to The Zoo
needing help. He said he would
give all proceeds to The Zoo.
Some Zoo board members said
they would help find a publish-
er.

FDOT releases bridge inspection information
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The Florida Department of
Transportation recently reversed
its earlier decision to withhold all
information about the structural
integrity of the state’s bridges.

During a meeting in

Tallahassee with Senator Don
Gaetz (R-Niceville), Assistant
Secretary Kevin Thibault agreed
to provide summary information
regarding the structural health and
deficiencies of all 11,000 bridges
inspected by the DOT.

Gaetz had objected to the
Department’s earlier refusal to
provide information and urged

that the public be informed about
the integrity of the bridges they
use. The Senator acknowledged
that some engineering details
should be kept confidential so that
terrorists or other criminal ele-
ments would not have sensitive
information that might compro-
mise security.

The reports available today

show that of the 6,300 bridges
operated and maintained by DOT,
56 are structurally deficient. Of
the approximately 5,000 addition-
al bridges owned by local govern-
ments or independent authorities
but inspected by DOT, 217 are
deficient.

For more information call 1-
866-450-4DON toll free.
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.. Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s
Office Report

Information provided by the Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s Office.

Felonies

8/15/07

Herrholz, Eric John, 34, W/M,
1100 block of Ceylon Court, Gulf
Breeze, grand theft, less than
$20,000, fraud
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Kelley, Erin Gayle, 20, W/F, 3100
block of Calle de Ciervo, Navarre,
aggravated assault

Potts, Jeremy Kane, 26, W/M,
1300 block of Calcutta Drive, Gulf
Breeze, grand theft, less than
$20,000, fraud

8/17/07

Mahoney, Carrissa Ann, 29, W/F,
3200 block of College Court, Gulf
Breeze, fugitive from justice

Oshima-Hall, Danielle Alane, 35,
WI/F, 2900 block of Crittenden Drive,
Navarre, failure to appear

8/19/07

Gonzalez, Ramiro Gonzalez, 23,
H/M, 3200 block of College Court,
Gulf Breeze, sex offense

Green, Mary Tjuana, 45, 40 block
of Dracena Way, Gulf Breeze, fugi-
tive from justice

bul

8/13/07

Suvorkin, Konstanin, 23, W/M,
100 block of Shirley Drive, Gulf
Breeze, DUI

8/16/07

Anderson, Gregory Kim, 54,
W/M, 1200 block of Tiger Trace
Boulevard, Gulf Breeze, DUI

(850) 932-8986
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Thursday, Aug. 23

Santa Rosa County
Commission Regular
Meeting, 9 a.m.,
Commissioner's Board
Room, 6495 Caroline
Street, Milton

School Board Meeting,
10 a.m., School District
Administrative Offices,
5086 Canal Street, Milton

Friday, Aug. 24

UGA Florida
Panhandle Bulldogs
Celebration, 7 p.m.,
Crowne Plaza Pensacola
Grand Hotel, CUVA Club
Room (1st floor off south
lobby), 200 Gregory Street,
Pensacola.

Join University of
Georgia alumni, friends
and fans for the annual
“Georgia Bulldog Kick-off
Celebration.”

Saturday, Aug. 25

Swenson Park Old
Fashioned Community
Picnic, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30
p.m. Swenson Park, Santa
Rosa Shores

Sunday, Aug. 26

No meetings scheduled

as of press time

Monday, Aug. "l
27

No meetings
scheduled as of
press time

Tuesday, Aug.
28

City of Gulf
Breeze Board of
Adjustments, 6:30
p.m., Gulf Breeze
City Hall, 1070
Shoreline Drive, Gulf
Breeze

Wednesday,
Aug. 29

City of Gulf Breeze
Executive Committee
Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Gulf
Breeze City Hall, 1070
Shoreline Drive, Gulf
Breeze

Local Mitigation
Strategy Task Force, 1:30
p.m., EOC Building, Pine
Forest Road, Milton

Thursday, Aug. 30

No meetings scheduled
as of press time

PEsT: Eliminate breeding
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Rosa County Mosquito Programs
Coordinator Keith Hussey said.

Hussey also said homeowners
can prevent breeding by elimi-
nating standing water around
their houses, with the biggest lar-
vae incubators at most homes
being the one-inch trays under
outside flower pots.

"There is organic matter in
those trays and they are raising
them like crazy," Hussey said. He
said people use the trays under
outdoor flower pots to prevent
stains on their concrete, and they
inadvertently provide a home for
mosquitoes that attack people at
the front door, or fly inside the
house when the door opens.

Another favorite breeding
place for mosquitoes are rain gut-
ters. Once leaves get into the gut-
ters and begin to decompose,
there is a lot of damp organic
matter that mosquitoes enjoy.
Hussey recommends cleaning
out the gutters to eliminate the
pests' breeding place.

Another breeding spot Hussey
finds frequently is on children's
outdoor toys. Some toys have a
slight indentation where screws

are nestled, and the few drops of
water that can collect in those
nooks are enough to incubate
mosquito larvae. Hussey recom-
mends piercing the plastic to
allow rainwater to drain out of
those collection places.

Sporadic rain and lawn sprin-
klers can provide the few drops
needed to establish a mosquito
breeding place, and Hussey rec-
ommends that each resident
dump water frequently from
places where it is collecting.
Even tarps covering boats can
collect enough moisture from
rain or sprinklers to harbor mos-
quito larvae.

Also, to further prevent bites,
Hussey recommends staying
indoors at dawn and dusk and
wearing a mosquito repellent
containing DEET. Furthermore,
you should wear clothing that
covers most of your skin.

Symptoms of West Nile virus
include headache, fever, fatigue,
dizziness, weakness, and confu-
sion. Mosquitoes can also spread

Eastern Equine
Encephalomyelitis, St. Louis
Encephalitis, malaria  and
dengue.

Elected Officials( £

CONTACT

GULF BREEZE ELECTED
OFFICIALS

1070 Shoreline Dr., Gulf Breeze, FL
32561; (850) 934-5100

Mayor LANE GILCHRIST
(850) 932-5565
mayor@ci.gulf-breeze.fl.us

BEVERLY ZIMMERN

(850) 932-4717
bzimmern@ ci.gulf-breeze.fl.us

CARL HOFEMAN

(850) 932-4948
choffman@ci.gulf-breeze.fl.us

J.B. SCHLUTER
(850) 232-0939
jschluter@ci.gulf-breeze.fl.us

RICHARD FULFORD
(850) 932-5135
rfulford@co.gulf-breeze.fl.us

SANTA ROSA COUNTY
COMMISSION

6495 Caroline Street, Milton, FL
32570; (850) 932-1340 or 983-1877

JOHN BROXSON, Dist. 5
(850) 932-2617
comm-broxson@co.santa-
rosa.fl.us

GORDON GOODIN, Dist. 4
(850) 939-1274
comm-goodin@co.santa-
rosa.fl.us

DON SALTER. Dist.3
(850) 983-1877
comm-Salter@co.santa-
rosa.fl.us

BOB COLE, Dist. 2

(850) 983-1877
comm-cole@co.santa-rosa.fl.us

TOM STEWART, Dist. 1
(850) 983-1877
comm-stewart@co.santa-
rosa.fl.us

SANTA ROSA COUNTY
SCHOOL DISTRICT

5086 Canal St., Milton, FL 32570;
(850) 983-5000

ED GRAY llI, Dist. 5

(850) 932-6287

JOANN J. SIMPSON, Dist.4

(850) 994-5446
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DIANE COL EMAN. Dist. 3
(850) 939-5538

HUGH WINKLES, Dist. 2
(850) 623-6299

DIANE SCOTT. Dist. 1
(850) 623-0413

FLORIDA STATE
REPRESENTATIVES

GREG EVERS (R)

District Office: 5424 Willing St.,
Milton, FL 32570

(850) 983-5550
greg.evers@myfloridahouse.gov

DAVE MURZIN (R
District Office: Suite 22B, 7100

Plantation Rd., Ste. 3, Pensacola,
FL 32504
(850) 494-7330

C.V. “CLAY” FORD (R)
District Office: 1804 W. Garden St,
Pensacola, FL 32501-4418

(850) 595-5550

RAY SANSOM (R)

District Office: 348 SW Miracle Strip
Pkwy., Bldg. C, Ste. 12, Fort Walton
Beach, FL 32548-5257

(850) 833-9328

FLORIDA STATE SENATOR
DON GAETZ (R)

District Office: 217 Miracle Strip
Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, FL
32548

(850) 897-5747

SunCom 277-5009
don.gaetz.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE

JEFF MILLER (R)
Pensacola Office: 4300 Bayou Blvd.,

Ste. 17C, Pensacola, FL 32503
(850) 479-1183
Toll Free: (866) 367-1614

U.S. SENATORS
Senator MEL MARTINEZ (R)

315 E. Robinson St., Landmark
Center 1, Ste. 475, Orlando, FL
32801

(407) 254-2573

Senator NELSON, BILL (D)
US Court House Annex, 111 N.

Adams St., Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 942-8415
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