
‘Hairspray’ is more
than Travolta
CRITIC'S CORNER
By DNA Smith
“Hairspray”
Running time: 107 minutes
MPAA rating: PG

"Hairspray" is a movie based
on a Broadway musical that
was, in turn, based on a 1988
film by the King of Bad Taste,
John Waters and which starred
the legendary drag diva Divine.
All versions share the same
plot: A young, overweight girl
longs to become a dancer on a
local dance show; but this is just
a plot device in order to address
the issue of racial segregation
and interracial relationships in
the early '60s.

There's a lot to like in this
new version. First and foremost
is the performance by Nikki
Blonsky as the zaftig heroine
Tracy Turnblad, who wishes
every day were "Negro Day"
and longs to be a dancer on a
local Baltimore teen dance
party. Her bubbly enthusiasm is
infectious, and she lights up the
screen in every scene she's in.

Also of note is the perfor-
mance by Amanda Bynes as
Penny Pingleton, Tracy's tall,

thin friend who dares to date a
young black boy (Elijah Kelley,
whose performance is electrify-
ing) in strictly segregated 1962
America.

The weakest spots are the
songs. The beautiful choreogra-
phy only accentuates how unin-
spired the music is. I finished
watching the movie a half hour
ago and I can't remember a sin-
gle tune.

And finally, I have to men-
tion John Travolta, who has the
unforgiving task of taking on an
iconic role made famous by the
amazing Divine. I doubt anyone
will ever be able to command
the screen the way she did.
Divine was a force of nature --
in capris and cha-cha heels.

Travolta is ... well ... Travolta
in a fat suit. No sense of camp.
No flamboyance. His perfor-
mance, as earnest as it was, was
a disappointment.

"Hairspray," despite its few
missteps, is still a delightful lit-
tle romp and worthy of a mati-
nee. Check it out. Most of the
film is -- as Tracy exclaims --
"Afro-tastic."

GRADE: B
(c) 2007 King Features

Synd., Inc.
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Thursday 8/9
Paddy O’ Leary’s

Traditional Music Session 
Paradise Bar & Grill
Tim Spencer, 6 p.m.

Peg Leg Pete’s
Paul Killough, 6 p.m.

Sandshaker Lounge
All Star Band, 8 p.m.

Friday 8/10
Paddy O’ Leary’s
Paul Ewing, 8p.m. 

Sandshaker Lounge
Karaoke, 8:30 p.m.

Peg Leg Pete’s
Kee Creek, 6 p.m.

Paradise Bar & Grill
Role Models, 6 p.m.

Saturday 8/11
Paddy O’ Leary’s

Bill Dossey and The Lectric
Mukkets,  8p.m. 

Paradise Bar & Grill
Wildwood, 6 p.m.

Peg Leg Pete’s
Mike Quinn, 6 p.m.

Sandshaker Lounge
Dunnottar, 8:30 p.m.

Sunday 8/12
Sandshaker Lounge

Miles From Coletrane, 4p.m.
Peg Leg Pete’s

Zoe, 6 p.m.
Paradise Bar & Grill
Wildwood, 4 p.m.

Monday 8/13
Sandshaker Lounge

Bar and restaurant apprecia-
tion day, 11 a.m.

Peg Leg Pete’s
Brett Summer, 6 p.m.

Tuesday 8/14
Bands on the Beach

Kyle Parker and Bobby
Purify, 7 p.m.

Peg Leg Pete’s
Richard Bowlen, 6 p.m.

Sandshaker Lounge
Karaoke, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday 8/15
Sandshaker Lounge

Open Mic Night, 7:30 p.m.
Paradise Bar & Grill

Mikie Jr., 6 p.m.
Peg Leg Pete’s

Zoe, 6 p.m.

Thursday 8/16
.Paddy O’ Leary’s

Traditional Music Session
Paradise Bar & Grill

Tim Spencer, 7 p.m.
Peg Leg Pete’s

Mike Quinn, 6 p.m.
Sandshaker Lounge

All Star Band, 8 p.m.

More events
online at

www.splash
pensaclabeach.com

To have your event 
listed, please 

contact Advertising Sales 
at Gulf Breeze News. 
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Entertainment
C A L E N D A R

Thursday Evening August 9, 2007
7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30

ABC
Ugly Betty “Icing on 
the Cake”  (CC)

Grey’s Anatomy  
(CC)

(:01) Men in Trees 
“New York Fiction”

News (N) (:35) 
News (N)

CBS
Big Brother 8  (Live) 
(CC)

CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation 

Without a Trace 
“Without You” 

News (N) Late 
Show

PBS
Johnny Cash: A Man 
and His Vision

Johnny Cash: A Man 
and His Vision

Last of the Breed  (CC) PBS Pre-
views

FOX
NFL Preseason Football Indianapolis Colts at Dallas Cowboys. 
From Texas Stadium in Irving, Texas.  (Live) (CC)

FOX 10 
News

Every-
Raymond

NBC
My Name 
Is Earl

30 Rock  
(CC)

The Office 
(CC)

(:31) 
Scrubs

(:01) ER “Murmurs of 
the Heart” (CC)

News (N) Tonight 
Show

A&E CSI: Miami (CC) The First 48 (N) Kansas City SWAT Detroit SWAT (CC)
ABCFAM Little Giants (1994) Rick Moranis. Whose? Whose? The 700 Club (CC)

COM Daily Colbert Reno 911 S. Park Mencia Mencia Daily Colbert
DISN Stuck in the Suburbs (2004) So Raven So Raven Life De Suite Life Montana

E! Chelsea Girls 25 Most Memorable Swimsuit Moments E! News Chelsea
ESPN Little League Baseball: World Series Baseball Tonight SportsCenter (CC)
HBO John-Cincin. John-Cincin. John-Cincin. Best of Real Sex
LIFE Reba Reba The Brothers (2001) Premiere. Housewives
MAX (6:45) In Her Shoes (2005)  (CC) The Omen (2006) Liev Schreiber. 
MTV Room Room Wild Out Wild Out Wild Out Cribs Making the Band 4

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn TNA iMPACT! (N) UFC Unleashed UFC Unleashed
TBS Friends Friends Friends Friends American Pie Presents: Band Camp (CC)
TNT Law & Order The Ron Clark Story (2006) (CC) Saving Grace (CC)
USA Bruce Almighty (2003) Jim Carrey. Burn Notice (N) Law & Order: SVU

Friday Evening August 10, 2007
7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30

ABC
Set for Life (N)  (CC) George Lopez  (CC) 20/20 (N)  (CC) News (N) (:35) 

News (N)

CBS
NFL Preseason Football Buffalo Bills at New Orleans Saints. From 
the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans. (Live) (CC)

News (N) Late 
Show

PBS
Washing-
ton Week

NOW (N)  
(CC)

American Soundtrack: Doo Wop’s Best on 
PBS (CC)

Bill Moyers Journal 
(N)  (CC)

FOX
The School of Rock (2003, Comedy) 

Jack Black, Joan Cusack.  (CC)
News (N) Every-

Raymond
Every-
Raymond

NBC
1 vs. 100  (CC) Las Vegas “Wines 

and Misdemeanors”
Law & Order: Crimi-
nal Intent  (CC)

News (N) Tonight 
Show

A&E CSI: Miami (CC) CSI: Miami (CC) Intervention “Coley” Intervention (CC)
ABCFAM A League of Their Own (1992) Tom Hanks. (CC) The 700 Club (CC)

COM Daily Colbert Dave Chappelle Chap Chap S. Park S. Park
DISN Ella Enchanted (2004) Hugh Dancy So Raven Life De Suite Life Montana

E! Chelsea Girls Dr. 90210 The Soup Court E! News Chelsea
ESPN Little League Baseball: World Series Baseball Tonight SportsCenter (CC)
HBO My Super Ex-Girlfriend Look Entou Entou Con Cincin
LIFE Reba Reba Reckless Behavior: Caught on Tape (CC) Grey’s Anatomy
MAX (:15) Jet Li’s Fearless (2006) (CC) American Beauty (1999)  (CC)
MTV Making the Band 4 Real Wrld Real Wrld Can’t Hardly Wait (1998, Comedy)

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn Heartbreak Ridge (1986) Clint Eastwood, Marsha Mason.
TBS MLB Baseball Atlanta Braves at Philadelphia Phillies. Pay It Forward (2000)
TNT Open Range (2003) Robert Duvall. Premiere. (CC) Fire Down Below
USA Law & Order: SVU Monk (N) (CC) Psych (N) (CC) House “Insensitive”

Saturday Evening August 11, 2007
7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30

ABC
United Cerebral Palsy Telethon Masters of Science 

Fiction (N)  (CC)
News (N) (:35) Cold 

Squad 

CBS
The Unit “The Kill 
Zone”  (CC)

48 Hours Mystery  
(CC)

48 Hours Mystery  
(CC)

News (N) Without a 
Trace 

PBS
My Music: 50’s Pop Parade  (CC) Pink Floyd Live: Pulse  (CC) Lure of 

Surfing

FOX
Cops (CC) Cops (CC) America’s Most 

Wanted (N) (CC)
News (N) CSI: Miami “Breath-

less”  (CC)
Mad TV  
(CC)

NBC
The Sing-
ing Bee

America’s Got Talent The top 10 
perform.  (CC)

Medium “Whatever 
Possessed You” 

News (N) Sat. Night

A&E Flip This House Flip This House (N) American Justice American Justice
ABCFAM Austin Powers: Man of Mystery Not Another Teen Movie (2001) (CC)

COM Scrubs Scrubs Scary Movie 3 (2003) Anna Faris. Jackass: The Movie
DISN Life De Cory Replace Kim So Raven Life De Suite Life Montana

E! THS-Spring Break Nightmares Saturday Night Live Chelsea The Soup
ESPN Little League Little League Baseball: World Series SportsCenter (CC)
HBO Man of the Year (2006) Premiere. Boxing: Bautista vs. De Leon
LIFE (6:00) Best Friends Wide Awake (2007, Drama) (CC) Army Wives (CC)
MAX The Shadow (1994) Alec Baldwin. The Texas Chainsaw Massacre Sin City
MTV Laguna Laguna Laguna Laguna Laguna Laguna Laguna Laguna

SPIKE Patriot Games (1992) Harrison Ford. TNA iMPACT! (CC) TNA
TBS Miss Congeniality (2000) (PA) (:10) While You Were Sleeping
TNT The Fugitive (1993) Harrison Ford. (CC) Air Force One (1997)
USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU

Sunday Evening August 12, 2007
7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30

ABC
Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition (CC)

Desperate House-
wives “Gossip” 

(:01) Brothers & 
Sisters  (CC)

News (N) The Law 
Show

CBS
Big Brother 8 (N)  
(CC)

Cold Case “Baby 
Blues”  (CC)

Shark “Love Triangle”  
(CC)

News (N) Andy 
Griffith

PBS
Andre Rieu: Radio 
City Music Hall

Andre Rieu: Radio City Music Hall: Live in 
New York  (CC)

PBS Pre-
views

P.O.V.  
(CC)

FOX
The Simp-
sons

American 
Dad

Family 
Guy

Family 
Guy

News (N) CSI: Miami “Slaugh-
terhouse”  (CC)

Every-
Raymond

NBC
NFL Preseason Football Seattle Seahawks at San Diego Chargers. 
From Qualcomm Stadium in San Diego.  (Live) (CC)

News (N) Law Call

A&E Simmons Simmons Simmons Simmons Coreys Coreys Match Match
ABCFAM Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (1990) Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles II: Ooze

COM (6:00) Scary Movie 3 S. Park S. Park Comedy Central Roast (N) Comedy
DISN Suite Life Kim Finding Nemo (2003)  (CC) Suite Life Montana

E! True H’wood Celebrity Rehab Girls Sunset Dr. 90210
ESPN MLB Baseball Atlanta Braves at Philadelphia Phillies. (CC) SportsCenter (CC)
HBO Big Love  (CC) John-Cincin. Entou Con Hard Knocks
LIFE Side Order of Life State of Mind (N) Army Wives (N) Side Order of Life
MAX The Sentinel (2006) Michael Douglas. Out for Justice (1991) Girl With
MTV Making the Band 4 Real Wrld Real Wrld Pimp Trick Out Room Room 

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn The Kill Point (N) The Kill Point CSI: Crime Scn
TBS Mean Girls (2004) Lindsay Lohan. Mean Girls (2004) Lindsay Lohan.
TNT The Company (N) (CC) The Company (CC)
USA (5:00) Face/Off (CC) The 4400 (N) (CC) (:01) The Dead Zone Law & Order: SVU

Wednesday Evening August 15, 2007
7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30

ABC
Accord-
ing-Jim

Knights-
Prosp

NASCAR in Prime-
time  (CC)

The Nine “The Inside 
Man” (N) (CC)

News (N) (:35) 
News (N)

CBS
Power of 10 (N)  (CC) Criminal Minds “The 

Last Word” (CC)
CSI: NY “Not What It 
Looks Like” (CC)

News (N) Late 
Show

PBS
Andre Rieu: Radio City Music Hall: Live in 
New York  (CC)

Andre Rieu: Royal Albert Hall 
The violinist performs. (CC)

PBS Pre-
views

FOX
So You Think You Can Dance The final four 
perform. (N)  (Part 1 of 2) (CC)

News (N) Every-
Raymond

Every-
Raymond

NBC
Most Outrageous 
Moments Outtakes.

Last Comic Standing 
(N)  (CC)

Dateline NBC  (CC) News (N) Tonight 
Show

A&E CSI: Miami (CC) CSI: Miami “Recoil” The Sopranos (CC) Simmons Simmons
ABCFAM Groundhog Day (1993) Bill Murray. Whose? Whose? The 700 Club (CC)

COM Daily Colbert Reno 911 S. Park S. Park Lil’ Bush Daily Colbert
DISN Jump In! (2007) Corbin Bleu. Life De So Raven Life De Suite Life Montana

E! Chelsea Girls Dr. 90210 Celebrity Divorces E! News Chelsea
ESPN MLB Baseball Teams to Be Announced. (Subject to Blackout) SportsCenter (CC)
HBO Big Love  (CC) Con Entou Hard Knocks John-Cincin.
LIFE Reba Reba Cries in the Dark (2006) Eva LaRue. (CC) Will Will
MAX (6:45) Magnum Force (1973)  (CC) The Texas Chainsaw Massacre Sin City
MTV MTV Special MTV Special Real Wrld Newport MTV Special 

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn The Kill Point Murder
TBS Family Family Payne Payne Raymond Raymond My Boys Seinfeld
TNT Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order Heartland “Smile”
USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law Order: CI

Tuesday Evening August 14, 2007
7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30

ABC
Just for 
Laughs

Just for 
Laughs

Primetime: Crime 
(N) (CC)

i-Caught (N) (CC) News (N) (:35) 
News (N)

CBS
NCIS “Singled Out”  
(CC)

Big Brother 8 (N)  
(CC)

The Unit “Old Home 
Week”  (CC)

News (N) Late 
Show

PBS
Andre Rieu: Live In Tuscany Violinist Andre 
Rieu performs romantic songs. 

Andre Rieu: Live In Tuscany  
(CC)

Pioneers-
Aviat

FOX
On the Lot One film-
maker leaves. (CC)

House “House Train-
ing” (CC)

News (N) Every-
Raymond

Every-
Raymond

NBC
America’s Got Talent The final 
eight compete. (N)  (CC)

The Sing-
ing Bee

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 

News (N) Tonight 
Show

A&E Dog Dog Bounty Hunter Angel Angel Angel Angel
ABCFAM Sweet November (2001) Keanu Reeves. Premiere. Whose? The 700 Club (CC)

COM Daily Colbert Reno 911 S. Park Ralphie May Daily Colbert
DISN The Cheetah Girls 2 (2006) Raven. (CC) So Raven Life De Suite Life Montana

E! Chelsea Girls True H’wood Girls Court E! News Chelsea
ESPN Series of Poker Series of Poker Bronx-Burning SportsCenter (CC)
HBO War of the Worlds Bill Maher-Dec. REAL Sports Entou Inside
LIFE Reba Reba No One Would Tell (1996, Drama) (CC) Will Will
MAX (:15) The Wash (2001) Dr. Dre.  (CC) The Marine (2006)  (CC) Wishmas 
MTV MTV Special MTV Special MTV Special MTV Special 

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn CSI: Crime Scn Murder (N) CSI: NY  (CC)
TBS Raymond Raymond Engvall Raymond Raymond Raymond Engvall Sex & 
TNT Law & Order Law & Order The Closer (CC) Without a Trace 
USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU American Pie (1999) Jason Biggs.

Monday Evening August 13, 2007
7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30

ABC
Wife Swap “Koop-
man/Early” (CC)

Fat March (N)  (CC) Supernanny “Uva 
Family”  (CC)

News (N) (:35) 
News (N)

CBS
How I Met Old Chris-

tine
Two/Half 
Men

Engage-
ment

CSI: Miami “Bloodline”  
(CC)

News (N) Late 
Show

PBS
My Music: The British Beat Performances of 
British Invasion hits from the 1960s. 

The Rolling Stones Rock 
and Roll Circus (1968)

Chroni-
cles

FOX
So You Think You 
Can Dance (N) 

Hell’s Kitchen (Sea-
son Finale) (N)

News (N) Every-
Raymond

Every-
Raymond

NBC
Thank God You’re 
Here  (CC)

Heroes “Collision”  
(CC)

Dateline NBC  (CC) News (N) Tonight 
Show

A&E CSI: Miami (CC) Dog Dog Dog Dog Bounty Hunter
ABCFAM Kyle XY (N) (CC) Greek (N)  (CC) Slack Slack The 700 Club (CC)

COM Daily Colbert Reno 911 S. Park Scrubs Scrubs Daily Colbert
DISN Stuck in the Suburbs (2004) So Raven So Raven Life De Suite Life Montana

E! Chelsea The Soup Dr. 90210 Dr. 90210 (N) E! News Chelsea
ESPN NFL Preseason Football: Broncos at 49ers SportsCenter (CC)
HBO Entou Con Big Love (N) (CC) John-Cincin. Big Love  (CC)
LIFE Army Wives (CC) No Brother of Mine (2007) Kellie Martin. Will Will
MAX The Texas Chainsaw Massacre Rush Hr Date Movie (2006)  (CC) Miami
MTV MTV Special MTV Special The Hills MTV Special 

SPIKE CSI: Crime Scn Rocky III (1982) Sylvester Stallone, Mr. T. Madden
TBS Friends Friends Friends Friends My Boys Sex & Sex & Seinfeld
TNT Heartland “Smile” The Closer (N) Saving Grace (N) Cold Case  (CC)
USA Law & Order: SVU WWE Monday Night Raw  (Live) (CC) (:05) Burn Notice

Thursday
7 p.m. on FOX

NFL Preseason Football: Peyton Manning 
and Tony Romo are two of the NFL’s marquee 
quarterbacks, but you’ll likely get just a glimpse 
of them tonight in this preseason opener between 
Manning’s Colts and Romo’s Cowboys. They’ll 
break a sweat, then give way to the guys who re-
ally need the reps, the backups. Featured more 
prominently will probably be the coaches, Super 
Bowl champ Tony Dungy and Wade Phillips, who 
makes his debut on Dallas’ sideline.

Friday
7 p.m. on FOX

The School of Rock: After earning respect-
able if not spectacular box-office returns with 
such movies as “Shallow Hal,” actor-musician 
Jack Black scored an out-of-the-park hit with this 
clever, engaging 2003 comedy. He plays a spir-
ited (of course) rock band member-turned-sub-
stitute teacher who loosens up a fifth-grade class 
and makes it the hippest music act around. Adult 
co-stars include Joan Cusack, Sarah Silverman 
and the film’s writer, Mike White.

Saturday
9 p.m. on ABC

Masters of Science Fiction: He’s ... uh, 
she’s ... uh, it’s dead, Jim. A short story by How-
ard Fast (“Spartacus”) inspired “The Awaken-
ing,” set in Iraq. Two U.S. soldiers come upon a 
casualty near Baghdad — nothing unusual there. 
But they can’t even be sure this is a human be-
ing. Terry O’Quinn (“Lost”) and Elisabeth Rohm 
(“Law & Order”) star, with William B. Davis (“The 
X-Files”) as the president.

Monday
8 p.m. on CBS

Two and a Half Men: OK, so Alan’s (Jon 
Cryer) ex-wife (Marin Hinkle) is marrying this guy 
named Herb (Ryan Stiles). And Alan’s brother, 
Charlie (Charlie Sheen), is developing a thing for 
Herb’s sister, Myra. Is this incest? Nah, but you 
might need a score card to keep track of who’s 
with whom — much as you   did when Charlie 
was romancing Alan’s girlfriend’s mom. The very 
funny Judy Greer (“Arrested Development”) plays 
Myra in “Soft as a Ken Doll.”

Tuesday
9 p.m. on USA

American Pie: One of the bawdiest youth 
comedies, this often crass yet frequently amusing 
1999 tale finds four teens trying to meet a certain 
rite of passage before their senior prom. Jason 
Biggs and a pie have the most memorable scene, 
which will not be detailed here — and certainly 
will be edited for this basic-cable showing. Mena 
Suvari (“American Beauty”), Chris Klein (“Elec-
tion”) and Alyson Hannigan (“Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer”) co-star.

Wednesday
8 p.m. on ABC

NASCAR in Primetime: You don’t have to 
be a NASCAR fan to find this new five-part series 
fascinating. If nothing else, it’ll give you some ma-
terial for conversations with the NASCAR junkies 
in your life. And if you are a fan, it goes without 
saying that you’ll eat up the behind-the-scenes 
stories of Tony Stewart, Mark Martin, Jimmie 
Johnson, Juan Pablo Montoya and other top driv-
ers and their lives on and off the track.
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John Travolta, left, stars in
�Hairspray� alongside Nikki
Blonsky. The film depicts a
unique look into American
culture during the raciall seg-
regated 1960�s. 
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