
mally accessible to the general
public. 

"The whole thing has been
kind of surreal," Welch said,
describing the day and the cup
of coffee that changed his life. 

Welch said he was visiting
Rome and struck up a conver-
sation with a nun inside a
Vatican café. Welch said he
exchanged phone numbers and
email addresses with the
woman he called "Sister

Janet." 
Welch said that by the time

he returned to his home in Gulf
Breeze from his vacation he
had an email from Sister Janet
that included a picture of her-
self with the pope. Welch, who
is not catholic, said he spoke
with the nun on the phone
everyday for two months
before returning to the inde-
pendent Roman Catholic state
in April. 

Welch added that he was

cordially asked to bring a gift
for the pope that represented
where he was from. 

"[Meeting the pope] would
be the equivalent to meeting
the president," Hunt said. "I
would see it as a huge honor.
So many people would like to
spend time with him or have an
opportunity to say hello."

Welch said his gift for Pope
Benedict XVI was a framed
copy of the sand dollar legend,
which makes symbolic connec-

tions between the marine ani-
mal and Christianity, and a
whole sand dollar skeleton.  

In addition to his photo
album that includes pictures of
various ornate private chapels,
religious artifacts and papal
meditation gardens, Welch
possesses a set of rosary beads
that he said was given to him
and blessed by the pope. 

"That's usually what the
pope gives as a gift," Hunt said
after viewing Welch's rosary. 

appraiser sent final figures for
the fiscal year of only a 2.9 per-
cent increase. 

Since most of the funding for
the Midway Fire District is
based on ad valorem taxes, the
decrease in property values is
drastically and unexpectedly
causing some quick regrouping. 

"We had based our budget
and took on certain responsibil-
ities years ago because of what
the consistent growth had
been," Broome explained. "We

did not want to take on more
than was realistic for future
boards to have to face. We were
trying to be very responsible.
Now all of a sudden some unex-
pected changes are hitting us, so
we have to make some deci-
sions now, before September
2008."

“Also this year the property
appraiser is charging the
Midway Fire District just over
$58,000 for services. That is
something brand new and not
budgeted.” 

"The only agency that will
not be billed that I know of is

Holley-Navarre Fire, since they
do not get their funding based
on property values, but charge
by the square footage -- so they
don't use the property apprais-
er's office," Broome said. 

If everything stays the same
as it is now, in October 2008 the
board will be $40,000 short of
paying their bills at the end of
the month. The way the funding
is set up for the district, no rev-
enue is collected in October
each year. That can be 'bor-
rowed' from November's rev-
enues, but then each month the
district would be going deeper

and deeper in the red, as
Broome's long term projections.

Demeter said they do not
want to cut salaries.  

At the fire commission meet-
ing Treasurer Broome told the
board the options to capture the
money needed in 2008 if all
things stay the same would
include termination of two fire-
fighters, not giving the built-in 5
percent raises to employees they
receive each year, and and then
cut an additional 5 percent off
all salaries across the board
beginning 2008-2009 fiscal
year.

have the inclination to opt out
of the law to allow them in the
county. But we can see what the
public says."

Commissioner John Broxson
of Gulf Breeze asked that even
if the county decides after the
public hearing to allow use of
ATV's in some parts of the
county that his area of the South
end be allowed to ban them.
"We are built on sand down
there. Our roads and especially
off road areas do not lend them-

selves to that kind of enjoy-
ment, and it only causes prob-
lems when ATV's are allowed to
try to be used on our sand any-
place. So even if the majority of
commissioners decide to allow
ATV's someplace in the county,
I would request that the South
end would opt out of the law
and not allow use."

Commissioner Don Salter
said his county committee is
already working on trying to get
money from the state for an
ATV and 4-wheel drive park.
"ATV's and even some 4-wheel

drive vehicles have been caus-
ing some problems on our red
clay roads here in the North end
of the county. Especially when
it rains, they go out and make a
mud bog out of the roads, and
are tearing up some roads, caus-
ing us other problems and
expense. So we did start inves-
tigating the possibility of secur-
ing state funds some months
ago to build an ATV park on
state property just north of
Whiting Field."

Salter said there are only
three or four such ATV parks in

the state. "The reason is when a
county builds an ATV park
there are liability problems as
well as other complications.
But if we can get a park built on
state land with some state
funds, then the state would be
responsible for any liabilities.
So we are working on that as a
possibility, but not as fast as
ATV owners and riders would
like, I am sure."

Chairman Stewart requested
the county staff and board to
look for a date soon for a public
hearing on the issue.

wall and fill the void left by the
boat. Ward also said the boat
was taken to Brown Marine in
Pensacola.  

"It should have been
removed two and a half years
ago… Sea Tow did it the way it
was supposed to have been
done," Moncreiff said of the
maritime assistance service
provider. 

Santa Rosa County paid Sea
Tow $18,400 to remove the
derelict vessel. The boat's legal
owner, Relief, Inc, reimbursed

the county government for its
expenditure. 

"The boat was not insured at
the time of the storm because
the engines were removed for
repairs," said Necie Elizabeth
Young, president of Relief Inc.
"As such, while the company
attempted to insure the boat, we
were told that the boat was un-
insurable since it was not under
power… Due to [Relief, Inc.]'s
inability to obtain consent from
the homeowner, the company
began working with Santa Rosa
County for its removal."

Moncreiff said he refused to

approve a contract with another
marine towing company
because they couldn't provide
adequate insurance for his prop-
erty. The homeowner said the
original company couldn't pro-
vide an insurance binder nam-
ing his property as additionally
insured, which Sea Tow was
able to do. 

To complicate matters, the
canals behind Moncreiff's prop-
erty were too shallow to allow a
barge and crane close enough to
the boat to remove it. 

"I knew the owner and I had
even fished off the boat before,"

Moncreiff said of the vessel,
which had been moored near his
home on Sunset Lane. "I needed
to rebuild my house so the boat
was not a big concern [at the
time]."

Ward said his company had
seen its share of large boat
removals in the aftermath of
hurricanes in 2004 and 2005,
but the Young Lady was certain-
ly the most recent hurricane-
related derelict vessel he's had
to remove. 

"If they'd have called me
three years ago I could have
done it then," Ward said.

dollars, storm water another mil-
lion and funds are due from the
community development block
grant for the $300,000 sewer pro-
ject."

"This bond issuance refinances
three loans, a 1998 loan of less
than $2 million, the $3 million
loan from 2003 and a $5 million
Sun Trust loan from 2004,"
explained Pat Lott, bond counsel,
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and
Stone.  Eddy explained that the
latter mostly covered mainte-
nance and repair expenses after
Hurricane Ivan, and were variable
rate loans.  

"Considering the increase in
variable rate loans and given the
uncertainty of the market in
Florida, it is a good time to get
this fixed rate," Lott assured. 

Responding to City
Councilman J.B. Schluter's
inquiry about fees,  Lott estimated

costs at  "about $83,000," and
bond insurance at another
$144,613. 

"The legislature is really mak-
ing it difficult with all this budget
uncertainty," Gilchrist lamented. 

Residents express concern
for 'student workers'

Residents Bert and Dot Jordan
appeared before City Council to
express concern for numerous
‘student workers co-habitating in
unfurnished town homes on Russ
Dr.”

"They are supposedly student
workers," Jordan said, "but there
are as many as 12 of them togeth-
er of mixed sexes, with only air
mattresses and no furniture. This
can’t be good for them or for the
neighborhood." 

Council directed staff to inves-
tigate the issue and enforce any
codes being sidestepped. 

Council anticipates 2008

budget increases 
During budget meetings, staff

recommended projected total
annual revenue for 2008 at $5.4
million, as opposed to $4.8 in
2007. Though projected expendi-
tures for fiscal year 2008 are  $5.1
million, the budget is "theoretical-
ly balanced" due to a line item for
nearly $300,000 carrying forward
bond-related payments that will
not be due in 2008, but will be
needed for anticipated payments
in 2009. 

"We are not going to ignore the
fact that this increase will come
about during the second year of
this bond. We will have that
money set aside, so the money
will be there," Eddy explained.
The allocation for reserves is des-
ignated for debt service. In the
first year of the bond, only inter-
est payments are made, but the
principal payments begin in the
second year. 

City Councilman Dick Fulford

queried how successful the
process had been for the police
department to come up with at
least 50 percent of their recent
pay increase.  "I have heard a fig-
ure of $80,000 in increased
salaries, and so I am looking for
the $40,000 savings or increase in
revenue."

"I think the accident investiga-
tion fee will be the best option
there," answered Eddy. "And we
have a list of 17 suggestions to go
through. It is important to note it
is a function of U.S. 98 that our
per capita budget is much greater
than one would assume for our
police department. When a wreck
occurs, we get 98 cleared. The fee
will help compensate us  for the
manpower and the time it takes."

Council passed Ordinance 08-
07 Prohibiting Non-conforming
use of Reader board Signs, and
Ordinance 09-07, Setback
Requirements for Swimming
Pools in the TH and RC Zones.

BOAT: $18,400 paid to county
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Thursday, July 19
School Board Budget

Presentation, 10 a.m.,
School District
Administrative Offices,
5086 Canal Street, Milton 

Transit Feasibility
Study Workshop, 10 a.m.,
Commissioner's Board
Room, 6495 Caroline
Street, Milton  

Friday, July 20
Gallery Night, 5 p.m. to

9 p.m. Leave your car in
the Jefferson St. or Baylen
St. parking garages and
stroll down the streets.
Three air conditioned trol-
leys will also be making
stops directly in front of or
very close to each par tici-
pant between 6pm and
9pm. Visit
www.ar tsnwfl.org for more
information and a complete
list of par ticipants.

Saturday, July 21
Blue Angels Air Show,

11 a.m., Pensacola Beach

Northwest Florida
Blood Center Blood
Mobile, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
T-Mobile, 3070 Gulf Breeze
Parkway, Gulf Breeze 

Sunday, July 22
No Meetings

Scheduled as of press
time

Monday, July 23
Santa Rosa County

Commission Committee
Meeting, 9 a.m.,
Commissioner's Board
Room, 6495 Caroline

Street, Milton  

Tuesday, July
24

City of Gulf
Breeze Board of
Adjustments, 6:30
p.m., Gulf Breeze
City Hall, 1070
Shoreline Drive, Gulf
Breeze

Wednesday,
July 25

Santa Rosa
Island Authority
Board Meeting, 5
p.m., SRIA
Administrative
Office, 1 Via De
Luna, Pensacola
Beach

Thursday, July 26
Santa Rosa County

Commission Regular
Meeting, 9 a.m.,
Commissioner's Board
Room, 6495 Caroline
Street, Milton  

School Board Budget
Public Hearing, 6:30 p.m.,
School District
Administrative Offices,
5086 Canal Street, Milton

Sierra Club - Northwest
Florida Group meeting,
6:30 p.m., Downtown
Pensacola Library, 200 E.
Gregory Street, Pensacola 

GULF BREEZE ELECTED 
OFFICIALS
1070 Shoreline Dr., Gulf Breeze, FL
32561; (850) 934-5100

Mayor LANE GILCHRIST
(850) 932-5565
mayor@ci.gulf-breeze.fl.us

BEVERLY ZIMMERN
(850) 932-4717
bzimmern@ ci.gulf-breeze.fl.us

CARL HOFFMAN
(850) 932-4948
choffman@ci.gulf-breeze.fl.us

J.B. SCHLUTER
(850) 232-0939 
jschluter@ci.gulf-breeze.fl.us

RICHARD FULFORD
(850) 932-5135
rfulford@co.gulf-breeze.fl.us

SANTA ROSA COUNTY 
COMMISSION
6495 Caroline Street, Milton, FL
32570; (850) 932-1340 or 983-1877

JOHN BROXSON, Dist. 5
(850) 932-2617
comm-broxson@co.santa-
rosa.fl.us

GORDON GOODIN, Dist. 4
(850) 939-1274
comm-goodin@co.santa-
rosa.fl.us

DON SALTER, Dist.3
(850) 983-1877
comm-Salter@co.santa-
rosa.fl.us

BOB COLE, Dist. 2
(850) 983-1877
comm-cole@co.santa-rosa.fl.us

TOM STEWART, Dist. 1
(850) 983-1877
comm-stewart@co.santa-
rosa.fl.us

SANTA ROSA COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
5086 Canal St., Milton, FL 32570;
(850) 983-5000

ED GRAY III, Dist. 5
(850) 932-6287

JOANN J. SIMPSON, Dist.4
(850) 994-5446

DIANE COLEMAN, Dist. 3
(850) 939-5538

HUGH WINKLES, Dist. 2
(850) 623-6299

DIANE SCOTT, Dist. 1
(850) 623-0413

FLORIDA STATE 
REPRESENTATIVES

GREG EVERS (R)
District Office: 5424 Willing St.,
Milton, FL 32570 
(850) 983-5550
greg.evers@myfloridahouse.gov

DAVE MURZIN (R)
District Office: Suite 22B, 7100
Plantation Rd., Ste. 3, Pensacola,
FL 32504 
(850) 494-7330

C.V. “CLAY” FORD (R)
District Office: 1804 W. Garden St,
Pensacola, FL 32501-4418  
(850) 595-5550

RAY SANSOM (R)
District Office: 348 SW Miracle Strip
Pkwy., Bldg. C, Ste. 12, Fort Walton
Beach, FL 32548-5257 
(850) 833-9328

FLORIDA STATE SENATOR

DON GAETZ (R)
District Office: 217 Miracle Strip
Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, FL
32548
(850) 897-5747
SunCom 277-5009
don.gaetz.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE

JEFF MILLER (R)
Pensacola Office: 4300 Bayou Blvd.
Ste. 17C, Pensacola, FL 32503
(850) 479-1183
Toll Free: (866) 367-1614

U.S. SENATORS

Senator MEL MARTINEZ (R)
315 E. Robinson St., Landmark
Center 1, Ste. 475, Orlando, FL
32801
(407) 254-2573

Senator NELSON, BILL (D)
US Court House Annex, 111 N.
Adams St., Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 942-8415

Elected Officials
CONTACT ★✆

To submit an event for
publication in the calendar,

email news@gulfbreezenews.com
with the subject “Calendar.”

Items must be received one
week prior to publication date.

Felonies

7/7/07
Mims, Sylvia Ann, 41, B/F, 3000

block of Green Briar Circle, Gulf
Breeze, fraud less than $20000

7/8/07
Williams, Christian Blake, 13,

W/M, 3000 block of Maplewood
Drive, Gulf Breeze, battery, aggra-
vated battery

7/8/07
White, Michael Anthony, 49, W/M,

3000 block of Gulf Breeze Parkway,
Gulf Breeze, failure to appear for
felony offense

7/9/07
Dibble, Shannon Michelle, 34,

W/F, 5000 block of Capitol Drive,
Gulf Breeze, out of state fugitive

7/10/07
Simmons, Ashley Lynn, 21, B/F,

3000 block of Bob Tolbert Road,
Navarre, violation of probation

7/12/07
Hipsh, Catherine Louise, 20, W/F,

200 block of Firethorn Road, Gulf
Breeze, fraud, illegal use of credit
cards

7/14/07
Hawkins III, Percy Lee, 15, W/M,

9000 block of East River Drive,
Navarre, possession of cocaine,
possession of marijuana, resist offi-
cer

7/15/07
Bathke, Brandon Darren, 20,

W/M, 1000 block of Reserve

Boulevard, Gulf Breeze, battery,
obstruction of justice

DUI

7/7/07
Eaton JR, John Hart, 52, W/M,

6000 block of Tidewater Drive,
Navarre, DUI

Rousse, Christine Marie, 53, W/F,
1000 block of Reserve Boulevard,
Gulf Breeze, DUI

7/8/07
Powell, Martha Claudine, 52,

W/F, 2000 block of Ferris Drive,
Navarre, DUI

Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s
Office Report

Information provided by the Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s Office.

ATV: County to schedule hearing

Continued from page 1A

Continued from page 1A

BOND: New funds could stabilize city coffers 

County holds hearing
for land use

MIDWAY: Unexpected changes rock budget
Continued from page 1A

Continued from page 1A

POPE: GB man given VIP treatment at Vatican

Once every seven years
Florida counties are required by
state law to hold a public hear-
ing on their Comprehensive
Plan and land use, which will
include plans for future land
use. That hearing for Santa
Rosa County will be this month,
on Thursday, July 26 at 9:30
a.m. All public hearings are held
in the Commissioners’ Board

Room, located at 6495 Caroline
Street, Milton.

"This is a real good overview
of everything the county is try-
ing to do," Commission Chair
Tom Stewart said. "I would
really encourage anyone inter-
ested in the future of the county
to come out to this hearing."

It will be held in Milton, at
the County Commission
Chamber where regular meet-
ings are held.

For more information visit
www.co.santa-rosa.fl.us.

BY PAM BRANNON
Gulf Breeze News
news@gulfbreezenews.com
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