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Judge calls for families
to monitor children’s
use of MySpace site
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Gulf Breeze News
vici@gulfbreezenews.com

A federal judge in Texas ruled
in favor of MySpace last week in
a civil lawsuit brought by the
family of a teen, “Julie Doe,”
who alleged she was sexually
abused by someone she met on
the site.

“If anyone had a duty to pro-
tect Julie Doe, it was her parents,
not MySpace,” wrote judge Sam
Sparks as he dismissed the case.
“To impose a duty under these
circumstances for MySpace to
confirm or determine the age of
each applicant, with liability
resulting from negligence in per-
forming or not performing duty,
would of course stop MySpace’s
business in its tracks and close
this avenue of communication,
which Congress in its wisdom
has decided to protect.”

Florida’s Attorney General
Bill McCollum cites concern for
youth on the internet, and inter-
net security for minors as his
number one concern. “It is vital-
ly important for everyone — state
leaders, law enforcement, par-
ents, teachers, and anyone else
connected to the well-being of
our children - to join the fight to
keep kids safe. Additionally,
MySpace is working with the
state of Florida to introduce leg-
islation designed to help them
prevent any registered sex
offenders or predators from join-
ing their sites,” McCollum
expressed in a statement. “A top
priority is keeping Florida’s chil-
dren safe from online predators.
While parents should be integral-
ly involved in protecting their
children, there are mechanisms
that can be put in place to ensure
further safety in the online envi-
ronment.”

McCollum referenced the
proposal to amend the CS/HB
573 to require predators to regis-
ter with the state “any electronic
mail addresses and any instant
message name...” for monitor-

ing purposes. Currently, preda-
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Thursday 3/15

Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Music Session
Sandshaker Lounge
Small Change, 8 p.m.

Friday 3/16

Sandshaker Lounge
Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub
Dennis Parkin, 8:30 p.m.

Paradise Bar & Grill
Surprise Live Band, 6 p.m.

Saturday 3/17

Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub
Dublin Green, Dennis Parkin,
Duel Christian, O’Leary’s Irish
Session Band, Santa Rosa Pipe
& Drum, 2 p.m.

Sandshaker Lounge

“If anyone had a duty to protect Julie
Doe, it was her parents, not MySpace”

— Sam Sparks
Federal Judge

United States District Court

Western District of Texas

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

tors must register such informa-
tion as address, phone, place of
work, etc.

The Texas judge cited the
Communications Decency Act
of 1996 as protecting MySpace
from liability for material posted
by users. Texas law doesn’t
require policing of MySpace
user accounts, according to the
judge, and does not have the bur-
den to protect users from crimes
committed by other members.

MySpace faces suits from at
least four other angry families,
after their underage daughters
were sexually abused by adults
they met on the site, according to
lawyers for the families. The
lawyers who filed the latest law-
suits said the plaintiffs include a
15-year-old girl from
Pennsylvania, a 14-year-old
from New York and two South
Carolina sisters, ages 14 and 15.

Public record shows the law
firms, Barry & Loewy LLP of
Austin, Texas, and Arnold &
Itkin LLP of Houston, said fami-
lies from New York, Texas,
Pennsylvania and  South
Carolina filed separate suits last
month in Los Angeles Superior
Court, alleging negligence, reck-
lessness, fraud and negligent
misrepresentation by the compa-
nies.

The Florida  Attorney
General’s office warned of
online predator use of the sites
for years, and school officials
and police encourage parents to
monitor its usage and become
aware its potential hazards.
McCollum is pursuing legisla-
tion which gives law enforce-
ment agencies and prosecuting
bodies stronger tools to fight the
exploitation of children online,

and pursuing a funding request
to increase the size of his Child
Predator CyberCrime Unit.

MySpace and other youth-ori-
ented sites received pressure to
cooperate with authorities and to
expand protection of juvenile
users. Part of the draw of the
MySpace circle of friends is an
ongoing invitation to expand
their circle and welcome new
“friends.” The free messaging
tool and personal profile pages
are a popular communication
tool in the 14-34 age group,
according to police. The prob-
lem arises when older users
deliberately target and lure juve-
niles, and move into their inner
circle as “friends.”

MySpace responded with
added educational efforts, coop-
eration with law enforcement
and a new tool due this summer
that will let parents see some
aspects of their child’s online
profile, including the stated age.
That tool is expected this sum-
mer. But parents must know
what their child is up to in order
to monitor the sites.

There is no way to confirm a
users actual age online. Attorney
generals throughout the U.S.
have asked MySpace to ban
users under 16 from the site and
add age verification procedures.

Allegations of violation of
freedom of speech rights could
surely follow tightened user
guidelines as teens share the
First Amendment rights that
adults enjoy.  MySpace could
easily argue that any proposed
laws regulating the site would
constitute an impermissible
restriction on free speech - for all
their clients, adult or juvenile.

NMENT CALENDAR

Mighty Mudsharks, 8:30 p.m.
Paradise Bar & Grill
Surprise Live Band, 6 p.m.

Sunday 3/18

Paddy O’Leary’s

Paul Ewing, 4p.m.
Sandshaker Lounge

Mighty Mudsharks, 2:30 p.m.

Monday 3/19

Sandshaker Lounge
Bar and Restaurant
Appreciation Day, 11 a.m til
Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub
Karaoke, 10 pm. till

Tuesday 3/20

Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub
Texas Hold ‘em, 7 p.m.

Sandshaker Lounge
Karaoke, 7:30 p.m.

Paradise Bar and Grill,
Mexican Night, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 3/21

Paddy O’Leary’s
Paul Ewing

Paradise Bar & Grill
Martini Night

Sandshaker Lounge
1/2 price bushwackers, 7:30
p.m.

Thursday 3/22

Paddy O’ Leary’s
Traditional Music Session

Sandshaker Lounge
Surprise Live Band, 7:30
p.m.

Paradise Bar & Grill
T-Shirt Night

7 9 1/8
S R >
8 3 5
4 & 3
2 5 [ 1
5 7 4 |
3 Fi 5
B 2
2 1 6
Péace & numbai in the emgly boxes 7 suth a way

thad @ach noe across
smiall B-hox &4

aach calumn dosn and each
arp oonkaing all of e
filrless [ram o 1o feres

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: *

i Moderala  + + Ghalenging
o e HUOO BOY

Solution 4B

Loy K
TRIKIRLE
I I
WA
I koo 13
EHT I
LAY WD
| ko IF ot

nriian

-

VI s w

IR

HESIOY F DOLELE

MAGTO MAZE @ vp s 100wt

4

TOTRIN

HIT]E o ¥

L I I %

LI PR PR B

SEW kel
DL L
I N T T 1

L N L |

T P

[ %0k i |
BTl w
[P M5 5 K

O I I

Faod e lukedh weomls 1o o duprarn. They mas i £3 durecooss, -
Erwind, chward. up. dosn ind dhaemally

Bt o3 o hel Gravay Eerrpgn
Erga Lie Mofow S
Brarr Lo Mg T
[WH, [TH TR P-orvase
R TN RN o P R
MISTER BREGER Ky “Imwn ?!m:ﬁr

..-. . ._'-\-__-1,—"? '.-
=

-F=

"Bk whal aga can | sfad fetcing
I~al boys aohce e, Mom™

“Frankly, 1 dgn undersians why pacs £ alvays
Comoam ihay cant Salzh 3 wa lar's eya

wronG kel

by Titn Banfall

: A& PICTURE
SITTING M. AADS

LEMITURE 15 EARLY AM
ANTIGUES. \WHAT ABDUT

ROCIRA  RATT T ] Ay

e a g
JF Wil

I._I'.l
i

ERICAN

YOURS

GULF BREEZE NEWS

Solution 4B S C d Enggﬁgiﬁnlﬁi D‘M‘E
ALRDSS B3 A7 Shaw o 5 "Teadle oo!” 44 Heohdnyloss A3 Gl
1 L] =lar™ BB Creslsd B9 haclie B Hranss ns M= A4 Mo, sl
% lrggq oy roEtea 104 Irish 1ard T — lormaar 45 Jbshnala A% lans af
T "Muawnipnn S8 Viewn graup A Enlargao & a4 Gdan=k Lma
— 'G5 g7 Movehs| 155 Presaurn hcra doreai B Tiry
goegh Cun MBS, 4 Samaslimes 50 SGoras calosi
T4 Acs hkno By Lingenp G K- trayre dosiprar® S0 Mocel
Etny 1l cougglarg naren 52 Lhasa — Mx=phar-
18 Trraenl werwend ad “REmmir N 13T Sizficed LR ITH ] 2 S Bk
14 Saadod ooy Lo — Aunply 11 Mumg.rhAan grin B Pl af
3] Fermaniat | '8 il 110 Graichnl ki [echaan S Pkl “FAglar el
Malranl ES Flallizh 111 Scniiral 12153 o E5 Aanan.tl Howned™
11 — arys A Copetizogl 113 Disdh pElremos 5T Is lor b BO Hun 2wy
22 Clyamy FATLIIH 4 Dol 1" 13 Cowlays” 559 fclross 57 Banmoclor
2% Shwn @7 Broson — 118 S [P LTI Scal md Balmore
JE Binrirkn A 80 Saign 120 Fie 14 Bankhi=ak EQ Eal:n-pl Lard
binhrlaco T4 Mnlodaos 124 Hilwrsuaa nkhbr hr=ih L IR TR [VEA TTH
27T Fadal EH Maran Hardy 15 ¥n BX " awoal ol nbbr
2B Eynlhois 76 ira 126 Like 16 Mow Jarsoy I="~ 10Hy Wl
Laxtilo 75 Silansl LM cily ET Zan —- Wilhams
anp Cuplaik Ehunkar iexlbooks 17 Yory laaly 191 We'l
AT e TT -X.onadu” 120 BRgan ar 21 TWs Cmica BB Fhckonag 102 Ma nsday
Ehsu rockare WWullyy and g —- ayanrl 103 Frapudd
Ad Fairwny TE Tl = 137 &bl o 23FE -. T¥ A B pHalaloes
AECOAary T Chasniini - Aed:ar T Frnira T -—. Goaw 1688 Bunaar
Ll 1] 1M 128 Acgur - 28 M Ba MAn™ 100 A
Lataam Bl Sprde Tl Acighbo L5 | culus
A7 Aaglorpd gry A7 Sirawes 120 Bozobati's 31z Asian T1 La<otcn 117 EMip
AE Halyxud [T TER | Halan Aalicn 72 Claw 112 “Thal's a
AF Seaih 2% Foncy T Mr Whiwtzlod PO, loday scraamil”
A3 Fulgrg gl BT T 1M Coirinnay [AL1E{TEN T4 Earalo- 114 Came
e poyaarn pua e A% Wuhinig Glappg Helb
38 Pl B Dimdigeir Erins) Chiach, 115 Chaonl
hrambntikr Carsdpm DINH AT AR[NDAAN T4 Frat 13 117 Conrpae tign
4T Srivhan 1 — -mAia 1 Convimil [Heclan T8 Pweleen ar 110 Sy
lanors ST Fahia Mami Chan A% "Dukos af Sam Canar
a8 Foux Lorenym 2 Arlrnsa Harzarar TaJnlcaf 4 121 Cnino's
48 Urdashan 23 Zikh Dilamard depusly Chawn B oo
abie BE Mooty A Laponmonl &0 Drosy A0 Spoaa lar 122 LipE'ar
5 YWarg oy Mylbia's a=Thy — 4T "Ry —" 1 MuMyy 113 ~"— Dlay
1 Cirein-anr Fan: dianzgh ™ A% L nsng AF rMach ol 1w
. B Anlasod 1'50 pim| theh Inalnicics [ hit)
1 T [F & PR ) T T ] T T |7 e I T L
]-} i0 od 21
= a3 ad ]
o 7 5' 28 = oo
E]] a2 [2a T a4 in av 7
aH ad |alk Ll dz
A3 [4a  [d4 FTF & 1) _-
49 ] r3 | Lz ha S U
e | mr <H S0 &b [ F
| | 8 = =
H! |BH all |l |41 T O|Ts T
i= PE EER 7a -
LB R R - 7 o ET) B B3 =)
HE. 7 |BE 1) a0 o
1z V- N T 10 A R 55
qr  |ud ay | rda 1 Tlewa [T - wa |-
14 165 130 1067 108 18
14 111 112 1:3 114 [11s 174 1!
Thd 114 123 I TH - IFFAIEE
[ [ R I I [F-1r I R T R A 17 -
1Z8 ] 13 131

(850) 932-8986
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