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A federal judge in Texas ruled
in favor of MySpace last week in
a civil lawsuit  brought by the
family of a teen, “Julie Doe,”
who alleged she was sexually
abused by someone she met on
the site.   

“If anyone had a duty to pro-
tect Julie Doe, it was her parents,
not MySpace,” wrote judge Sam
Sparks as he dismissed the case.
“To impose a duty under these
circumstances for MySpace to
confirm or determine the age of
each applicant, with liability
resulting from negligence in per-
forming or not performing duty,
would of course stop MySpace’s
business in its tracks and close
this avenue of communication,
which Congress in its wisdom
has decided to protect.” 

Florida’s Attorney General
Bill McCollum cites concern for
youth on the internet, and inter-
net security for minors as his
number one concern. “It is vital-
ly important for everyone – state
leaders, law enforcement, par-
ents, teachers, and anyone else
connected to the well-being of
our children – to join the fight to
keep kids safe.  Additionally,
MySpace is working with the
state of Florida to introduce leg-
islation designed to help them
prevent any registered sex
offenders or predators from join-
ing their sites,” McCollum
expressed in a statement. “A top
priority is keeping Florida’s chil-
dren safe from online predators.
While parents should be integral-
ly involved in protecting their
children, there are mechanisms
that can be put in place to ensure
further safety in the online envi-
ronment.”

McCollum referenced the
proposal to amend the CS/HB
573 to require predators to regis-
ter with the state “any electronic
mail addresses and any instant
message name...”  for monitor-
ing purposes. Currently, preda-

tors must register such informa-
tion as address, phone, place of
work, etc. 

The Texas judge cited the
Communications Decency Act
of 1996 as protecting MySpace
from liability for material posted
by users. Texas law doesn’t
require policing of MySpace
user accounts, according to the
judge, and does not have the bur-
den to protect users from crimes
committed by other members. 

MySpace faces suits from at
least four other angry families,
after their underage daughters
were sexually abused by adults
they met on the site, according to
lawyers for the families. The
lawyers who filed the latest law-
suits said the plaintiffs include a
15-year-old girl from
Pennsylvania, a 14-year-old
from New York and two South
Carolina sisters, ages 14 and 15.

Public record shows the law
firms, Barry & Loewy LLP of
Austin, Texas, and Arnold &
Itkin LLP of Houston, said fami-
lies from New York, Texas,
Pennsylvania and South
Carolina filed separate suits last
month in Los Angeles Superior
Court, alleging negligence, reck-
lessness, fraud and negligent
misrepresentation by the compa-
nies.

The Florida Attorney
General’s office warned of
online predator use of the sites
for years, and school officials
and police encourage parents to
monitor its usage and become
aware its potential hazards.
McCollum is pursuing legisla-
tion which gives law enforce-
ment agencies and prosecuting
bodies stronger tools to fight the
exploitation of children online,

and pursuing a funding request
to increase the size of his Child
Predator CyberCrime Unit. 

MySpace and other youth-ori-
ented sites received pressure to
cooperate with authorities and to
expand protection of juvenile
users.  Part of the draw of the
MySpace circle of friends is an
ongoing invitation to expand
their circle and welcome new
“friends.” The free messaging
tool and personal profile pages
are a popular communication
tool in the 14-34 age group,
according to police.  The prob-
lem arises when older users
deliberately target and lure juve-
niles, and move into their inner
circle as “friends.” 

MySpace responded with
added educational efforts, coop-
eration with law enforcement
and a new tool due this summer
that will let parents see some
aspects of their child’s online
profile, including the stated age.
That tool is expected this sum-
mer. But parents must know
what their child is up to in order
to monitor the sites.  

There is no way to confirm a
users actual age online. Attorney
generals throughout the U.S.
have asked MySpace to ban
users under 16 from the site and
add age verification procedures. 

Allegations of violation of
freedom of speech rights could
surely follow tightened user
guidelines as teens share the
First Amendment rights that
adults enjoy.   MySpace could
easily argue that any proposed
laws regulating the site would
constitute an impermissible
restriction on free speech - for all
their clients, adult or juvenile.
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“If anyone had a duty to protect Julie
Doe, it was her parents, not MySpace”

– Sam Sparks 
Federal Judge
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Thursday 3/15
Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub

Traditional Irish Music Session 
Sandshaker Lounge
Small Change, 8 p.m.

Friday 3/16
Sandshaker Lounge

Karaoke, 8 p.m.
Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub 

Dennis Parkin, 8:30 p.m. 
Paradise Bar & Grill

Surprise Live Band, 6 p.m.

Saturday 3/17
Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub
Dublin Green, Dennis Parkin,
Duel Christian, O’Leary’s Irish
Session Band, Santa Rosa Pipe
& Drum, 2  p.m.

Sandshaker Lounge

Mighty Mudsharks, 8:30 p.m.
Paradise Bar & Grill

Surprise Live Band, 6 p.m.

Sunday 3/18
Paddy O’Leary’s

Paul Ewing,  4p.m.
Sandshaker Lounge

Mighty Mudsharks, 2:30 p.m.

Monday 3/19
Sandshaker Lounge

Bar and Restaurant
Appreciation Day, 11 a.m til

Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub
Karaoke, 10 pm. till

Tuesday 3/20
Paddy O’Leary’s Irish Pub

Texas Hold ‘em, 7 p.m. 
Sandshaker Lounge

Karaoke, 7:30 p.m.

Paradise Bar and Grill,
Mexican Night, 7 p.m.

Wednesday 3/21
Paddy O’Leary’s

Paul Ewing
Paradise Bar & Grill

Martini Night
Sandshaker Lounge

1/2 price bushwackers, 7:30
p.m.

Thursday 3/22
Paddy O’ Leary’s

Traditional Music Session 
Sandshaker Lounge

Surprise Live Band, 7:30
p.m.

Paradise Bar & Grill
T-Shirt Night
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